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'WHAT'S HAPPENING?'
Lieutenant Zabiakm went his way without replying,
and disappeared inside the station
Makeev was piqued because his question remained un-
answered He looked round, and caught sight of a Bunat
soldier squatting in the middle of the Uack and stanng at
the rails affectionately
'What are you doing there, you swine?' shouted
Makeev 'Get back to your post, and be quick about it '*
On the platform three soldiers were practising with a
machine-gun On the other side of the station a horse
could be heard pawing the ground
Captain Makeev made his way to the telegraph office
The room was plunged in the gloom common to stations
The operator was at his post A thin thread of paper ran
out of the machine The table was strewn with stops of
white tape on which letters stood out in black Makeev
picked one up at random
c . Committee decided shoot (i) former Supreme
Regent Admiral Kolchak (2) former Pienuer Pepehaiev
Stop Better execution two criminals long since deserving
death than hundreds innocent victims Stop President
Military Revolutionary Committee Chir .' The end
was missing Makeev threw the strip back on to the
heap
The telegraphist stared at him vacantly Where was he
at the moment? In Chita? In Vladivostok? Makeev
opened his mouth and raised his eyebrows by way of
interrogation Then it dawned on him that the operator